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and continuing,

"Ye ancient auld blackguard,
Just see whaur ye're staggered
From Homer to Haggard
And Lang!"-

Haggard liked The World's Desire as well as any of his books,
but he thought Beatrice "one of the best bits of work I ever did."
The modern reader will be puzzled to agree with him; even
more than Dawn, Beatrice recalls Mrs. Henry Wood, and reveals
Haggard frankly as inferior to Mrs. Wood in her own style. The
main theme is that of matrimonial complication, which became
popular after the Parnell case; a brilliant young man, married
to an unsatisfactory wife, falls in love with the noble daughter
of a poor country gentleman, who sacrifices herself rather than
ruin her lover's parliamentary career with the scandal of a
divorce case. The absurdity of its crucial scene alone despoils the
story of conviction; the whole of the subsequent happenings
depend upon the heroine's sleep-walking, into her lover's room,
whence, without waking her, the lover carries her in his arms
and lays her on her bed in her own room, which she shares with
a malicious sister, who is lying awake and watching. Victorian
respectability never wrung from any novelist a device more
ludicrously crude to evade the offence of sexuality in a drama of
sexual emotion.

Haggard was very upset by the reviews of Beatrice, and he
received cold comfort from his friends. "A deal more popular
line than The World's Desire" was all Lang would say in its
favour, and Jeafireson thought that "with all its power and
dexterity it is not the book which will determine your eventual
place in the annals of literature." Henley told him that he might
attribute adverse criticism partly to envy, "for you can't deny
that you've had a damn good innings," and partly to "the
inevitable reaction, for I don't know that your admirers have
praised you in quite the right way," adding the sound advice
to ignore criticism, "do your best, and leave the rest to time."
Marie Corelli, a young woman of twenty-six with A Romance of
Two Worlds and Thelma to her name, thought Beatrice "beautiful